The Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation

P.0O. Box 150, Nespelem, WA 99155 (509) 634-2200
FAX: (509) 634-4116

Tuesday January 15, 2013

Safe Passage Highway 97
744 W. Ridge Drive
Omak, Wa. 98841

To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing this letter in support of the Safe Passage on Highway 97 Project. The Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation (“Tribe™) supports projects that are designed to enhance,
restore and protect natural resources on and off the Reservation. The Tribe is an active manager
of its natural resources, and values working with communities and organizations on landscape
level projects that contribute to the recovery and protection of wildlife populations and other
natural resources, The Safe Passage on Highway 97 Project is proposed on lands that not only
fall on Tribal property, but also include lands that are within the Tribe’s usual and accustomed
areas.

The Washington Department of Transportation has identified the stretch of Highway 97 between
Crumbacher and the Janis Bridge south of Tonasket as one of the highest car deer collision zones
in the state. Approximately 73 deer are found dead on the road every year along this stretch of
highway, and this does not include the injured deer that die offsite. Our Tribal resource
managers agree that this is a major issue not only for public safety, but also for wildlife. The
Tribe supports this project as it addresses the safety of motorists and protects the lives of deer
and other wildlife species that utilize this arca to meet their habitat needs.

As a partner of the Safe Passage on Highway 97 Project we support the construction, operation,
and monitoring of wildlife underpasses that will be completed as part of this proposal. Phase one
of the proposal identifies an area on Highway 97 that is bordered by the Tribal Sherrard property
on the east and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife on the west as the primary location
for an underpass and its associated fencing and gates. The Colville Tribe approved a Land
Management Plan for the Tribal Shetrard property that identified wildlife resource protection as
a high priority. The construction and implementation of wildlife underpasses is in line with the
goals and objectives of that plan. We understand that in Phase 2 and potentially in Phase 1 other
arcas may be used for additional underpasses, fencing and gates. The Tribe supports the
proposed locations of these underpasses as well, and expects to continue to coordinate with the
Coalition on all location changes, updates, plans, and developments associated with this project.

We look forward to the benefits of participating in this Coalition; such as promoting healthy
working relationships with state and federal agencies, private landowners and nonprofit



organizations, continuing our leadership in landscape level conservation efforts, and protecting
cultural and subsistence species that are identified in the Tribe’s Fish and Wildlife Management
plan.

We recognize that the Safe Passage on Highway 97 Project will provide a safer environment for
both people and wildlife, and we are in support of this project. ~ Further, we support efforts of
the Safe Passage on Highway 97 Coalition to seek funds through lobbying and grant
applications.

Sincerely,

Nphn Cauv

John E. Sirois, Chairman
Colville Business Council




